
Look at the Past

What can you do?  Make a current list of your knowledge, skills, abilities (KSA’s).  These 
“categories” tend to overlap, but here is some further clarification:

• Knowledge

o  Having familiarity or understanding of information you have gained (such as 
through school).  

• Skills 

o Developed talents that come easily or naturally to you (examples would be self-
management skills, technical skills, etc.) 

• Abilities

o Are the competency in which you can perform particular tasks

Look at old resumes and CV’s.  Make a list of all the past positions you have held along with 
their duties and responsibilities.  What KSA’s did they require or teach you?  List them out and 
save this for later in the process.

Look to the Future

What do you want to do?  I know this question is intimidating, but it is time to figure it out.
• Look in the job announcements- Think general to specific.  First, look at the variety of 

careers available in your chosen concentration.  Once you have found the specific job 
titles/descriptions that interest you most, put a name to your dream career.  Here is a 
variety of resources to help you in your search.

• http://www.publichealthonline.org/careers/ -

▪ This site has a list of in demand skills for public health students, and our 
top employers.  It also provides several useful links to other resources 
pertaining to career directions in public health.

• http://www.publichealth.org/careers/ 

▪ This is another source for general information about public health careers, 
and it provides specific job titles as well as their necessary KSA’s.

• http://care,ers.apha.org/jobseekers/

▪ The American Public Health Associations job search.  Here you can look 
through all of the ads without doing a search.  You can also open an 
account for free without being an APHA member. However, to open the 
account you should have your resume information handy to fill out their 
online forms.

http://www.publichealthonline.org/careers/
http://www.publichealth.org/careers/
http://care,ers.apha.org/jobseekers/


• http://www.publichealthjobs.net/ 

▪ Here you can search job postings, but you have to have an idea of the 
title you are looking for.  It is still a great way to search for current job 
openings and explore what is available in your interest range.  You can 
join for free, save search parameters and job listings, and set it up to 
conduct bi-weekly or weekly searches to be sent to your email.

• http://www.careersinpublichealth.net/jobs

▪ General job announcement postings for public health positions.  There 
are some several great search filters listed as well.

o  http://careers.naccho.org/

▪ Job announcements for county and city level public health positions. 
When you create an account you can post your resume.  This site also 
provides access to paid professional resources for building up your 
career.

• http://astho-jobs.jobtarget.com/home/index.cfm?site_id=10681

▪ Job announcements at the state and territorial level.  This site allows you 
to save specific job announcements, as well as receiving alerts for new 
postings in your e-mail.

• https://phpartners.org/jobs.html

▪ Listing of more links to public health job searches and career information, 
fellowships/internships, and current information of select areas of public 
health.

Once you have put a name to your career path, you now need to determine what skills are 
needed for the job positions. Look at more than one posting/job announcement related to 
your dream job.  Make a detailed list of the skills and or abilities they want you to have.  Another 
option is contact them or others who have/had similar positions and ask what KSA’s you should 
obtain in or to apply for that job.  

Remember the list you made of all of the KSA’s you have obtained so far?  Compare your list 
of current KSA’s to those listed from the job announcements. It is okay if your current list 
does not measure up to what is needed; you are just starting out.  What is most important is to 
identify what you still need to learn over the course of your graduate education.  A great 
method of comparison is by creating a table such as the one I have provided below as an 
example.  

http://www.publichealthjobs.net/
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EX: (Evaluation Specialist w/ an emphasis on social science)

Work toward that Dream

Now look over your current and future curriculum.  You probably received a handout at the main 
SPH orientation that lists all of the courses you will be taking for the program of your chosen 
concentration.  Look up the course descriptions of your programs courses to determine what 
KSA’s they will provide you.  Compare these to the “still needed” KSA’s from earlier.  List what 
you still need outside of your courses provided by the MPH program here at UofM.  A table can 
be used again:

Getting My Dream Job

Job Announcement KSA’s Current KSA’s KSA’s Still Needed

- 2 years’ experience w/ 
statistical analysis
- ability to apply epidemiology 
to address health needs
- socio-cultural epidemiology
- monitoring and evaluation 
methods
- working knowledge of 
statistical programming 
packages (SAS, SPSS, or 
Strata)
- analytical skills
- communication skills
- multi-tasking
- prioritizing

- prioritizing
- multi-tasking
- communication skills
- analytical skills

- 2 years’ experience w/ 
statistical analysis
- ability to apply epidemiology 
to address health needs
- monitoring and evaluation 
methods
- socio-cultural epidemiology
- working knowledge of 
statistical programming 
packages (SAS, SPSS, or 
Strata)



EX. 

From this table you can determine what is outside of the breadth of your program of study.  You 
now have an idea of what you need to obtain from other sources.  These sources can be:

• Other courses from SPH concentrations besides your own (Ex: SAS analysis course).
• Courses in other departments or other schools (Ex: socio-cultural epi. course from 

Anthropology Department).
• Professors’ projects (either through your GA or asking our instructors directly to be 

included)
• Online webinars/workshops/massive open online courses or MOOCS/etc. (some of 

these resources are paid and/or provide certificates while others are free).
• https://www.apha.org/events-and-meetings/webinars

▪ Public health specific webinars
• https://www.mooc-list.com/
• https://www.coursera.org/courses

▪ More MOOCS

KSA’s Needed

Acquired from my MPH Concentration 
Program:

Must Be Acquired Elsewhere:

- M.P.H. Social Behavioral Science 
Concentration
- Background in social science (emphasis on 
M.A. in Applied Anthropology/MPH 
concentration)
- Evaluate epidemiological data in regards to 
program efficacy
- Understanding of program development
- Program evaluation
- Language of public health
- Field experience
- Collect and evaluate cultural data in regards 
to program efficacy
- Ability to apply epidemiology and social 
science to address health needs
- Monitoring and evaluation methods
- Working knowledge of statistical 
programming packages, qualitative (NVivo, 
Atlas.ti, SPSS, etc.)

- 2 years’ experience w/ statistical analysis
- Socio-cultural epidemiology
- Working knowledge of statistical 
programming packages, quantitative (SAS or 
Strata) 

https://www.apha.org/events-and-meetings/webinars
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• https://www.edx.org/

▪ More MOOCS
• https://www.coursetalk.com/

▪ Reviews on MOOCS
• http://phpartners.org/educ.html

▪ Scroll down the webpage to check out their “continuing education” section 
and list of upcoming webinars.

• Volunteerism/Internships (Ex: Possible 2 years’ experience with statistical analysis)

o Ask professors where you might be able to volunteer to enhance your experience 
or explore an interest.

o Keep up to date with your email, we receive many volunteer and/or paid 
opportunities in our UofM inbox.

o Research organizations and programs in Memphis that suit your interests.  
Contact the directors/supervisors and ask if they could utilize you.

• And most importantly, your practicum experience!

https://www.edx.org/
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